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SUB J : ETHIOPIAN REFUGEES IN DJIBOUTI 

1 . AT THE PRESENT TIME, THERE ARE APPROXIMATELY 300-500 ETHIOPIAN 
AND ERITREAN REFUGEES WHO ARE YOUNG (18-28), RELATIVELY WELL 
EDUCATED (ATLEAST HIGH SCHOOL, AND OFTEN 1 OR 2 YEARS UNIVERSITY 
TRAINING). THESE REFUGEES ARE TRULY IN LIMBO IN DJIBOUTI . THEY 

DO NOT SPEAK FRENCH, USUALLY SPEAKING POOR TO FAIR ENGLISH AND 
AMHARIC . THEY HAVE NO DEFINED STATUS IN DJIBOUTI, AND SELDOM ARE 
ISSUED IDENTIFICATION CARDS. THEY ARE OFREN HASSLED BY THE POLICE 
WHO .RECOGNIZING THEIR NON ISSA ORIGIN, PICK THEM UP WHEN ANY SUSP 
ICIOUS POLITICAL ACTIVITY OCCURS. NEVERTHELESS, THESE STUDENTS 
AND PEOPLE REPRESENT A VALUABLE RESORCE WHICH SHOULD NOT BE PERMITTED 
TO BE WASTED. 

2. DESPITE UNHCR AND USG EFFORTS, WE FIND THE GOVERNMENT (GROD) 

DOES NOT ISSUE THEM EQUAL REFUGEE RATIONS. WHEN THEY DO STAY IN THE 
REFUGEE CAMPS, THEY ARE ISOLATED, NOT ONLY BECAUSE OF THEIR ORIGINS, 
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BUT ALSO BECAUSE THEY ARE EDUCATED NON-NOMADS. 

3. UNHCR HAS MADE HEROIC EFFORTS TO ISSUE LAISSEZ-PASSER AND SOME 
EFFORTS TO SEE THAT THEY RECEIVE EEUAL RATIONS. UNFORTUNATELY, 

THE SMALL UNHCR OFFICE IN DJIBOUTI IS INUNDATED WITH REQUESTS AND 
DEALS WITH A GOVERNMENT (GROD) THAT MOVES AT A SICK SNAIL’S PACE. 

IN DESCUSSIONS WITH UNHCR REPRESENTATIVE HERE , WE FIND THAT OUT OF 
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THE 300-500 POTENTIAL APPLICANTS, FOR IMMIGRANT STATUS TO THE U.S. 

10 APPLICATIONS HAVE ACTUALY BEEN SENT TO ROME/INS OFFICES. OF THE 
TEN APPLICANTS, ONLY ONE HAS BEEN GIVEN IMMIGRANT STATUS. 

4. BECAUSE OF THE PAST US POLICIES IN ETHIOPIA, THESE STUDENTS LOOK 
TO THE U.S. FOR AID AND SUCCOR. ALL WERE RAISED DURING A PERIOD 

WHEN THE USG PROTECTED AN IMAGE TO ETHIOPIANS SOMEWHAT DIFFERENT THAN 
THAN THAT PROTECTED TODAY. FOR EXAMPLE, EXCERPTS FROM ONE OF THE 
MANY LETTERS WE RECEIVE EACH WEEK QUOTE MY FATHER WAS A LOYER (SIC) 

IN THE HIGH COURT OF ADDIS. HE IS NOW A PRISONER AND MY MOTHER AND I 
FLED BECAUSE OUR FRIENDS WERE BEING KILLED... THE UNITED STATES IS 
MY ONLY HOPE.. END QUOTE. 

5. THE OUTLOOK FOR THESE STUDENTS IS BLEAK. THERE IS LITTLE HOPE 
THEY CAN RETURN TO ETHIOPIA IN THE NEAR FUTURE. THEY WILL NOT BE 
ASSIMILATED AND RETURN INTO DJIBOUTI SOCIETY AND THEY CANNOT LEAVE 


HERE BECAUSE OF LACK OF MONEY . THE LACK OF AVAILABLE ASSISTANCE TO 

THESE RELATIVELY WELL EDUCATED, POTENTIAL AFRICAN LEADERS, 

IS MOST FRUSTRATING TO ALL. WE ARE VERY AWARE OF THE PROBLEMS FACING 
ORM AND INS VIS-A-VIS THESE REFUGEES. OBVIOUSLY ONLY A FEW WILL EVER 
MEET THE QUALIFICATIONS CURRENTLY BEING APPLIED. HOWEVER, WE ARE NOT 
AWARE OF ANY ORGANIZATION, VIETNAM REFUGEE LIKE, THAT MIGHT PROVIDE 
TRAVEL,EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES, SUCH AS IN- PLACE VOCATIONAL TRAIN 
ING, MAINTENANCE TO THESE VICTIMS OF A TRAGIC SITUATION. 
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6. CAN ORM OR AID/W PROVIDE US WITH LISTS OF ORGANIZATIONS THAT THESE 
STUDENTS MIGHT WRITE TO OBTAIN INFORMATION ABOUT POTENTIAL 
SCHOLARSHIPS? WE WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR CIRCULATING THIS REQUEST TO 
THE VOLAG COMMUNITY IN THE HOPES THAT WE CAN IDENTIFY SOME RECOURSE 
FOR THIS POTENTIALLY EXELLENT MANPOWER SOURCE. 

CLARKE 

NOTE BY OC/T: MESSAGE DELAYED IN TRANSMISSION. 
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